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not opposed to sabotage," writes Mr. Spargo, " because of any love of 
' law and order ' or because of any regard for the ' rights of property.' 
None of these things is particularly sacred to me; none of them is. one- 
thousandth part as dear to me as the emancipation of my class." Yet his 
demonstration of the inherent weakness of Syndicalism, as demoralizing 
the workers themselves and unfitting them for the very destiny contem- 
plated in the philosophy of their movement, is both effective and il- 
luminating. In the end his attitude amounts to much the same thing as 
ethical disapproval of the policy of doing evil that good may come. 



Of Six Medieval Women. By Alice Kemp-Welch. London: Macmil- 
lan & Co., Limited, 1913. 

Of such books as Alice Kemp-Welch's Of Six Medieval Women, it is a 
little difficult to determine the purpose, romantic or otherwise. The 
book is mildly feminist in spirit, but seems to depend for its interest 
chiefly upon the fascination which some readers find in the process of 
evoking from the past an entirely shadowy personality. As a matter 
of fact it appears that there is a plentiful lack of material out of which 
to construct character sketches of representative medieval women. Apart 
from its pseudo-biographical tone, the book is pleasantly written, and 
it is not lacking in interest of a kind. But from the chapter upon 
Boswitha the Nun we get little except medieval religious romance; from 
that upon Marie de France, little beyond medieval courtly romance. 
From the chapter upon Mechthild of Magdeburg we get rather more 
than is agreeable of medieval mysticism. In the account of Mahaut, 
Countess of Artois, there is more substance, and we learn a little of a 
medieval woman's manner of life. The character and career of Christine 
de Pisan seem almost to emerge from the medieval mists; but Agnes 
Sorel is little more than a name clustering with conjectures, and in 
general from medieval records we can derive little save one or another 
form of medievalism. The statement of facts in regard to all these 
women seems careful, yet the facts are much colored with sentiment. 
Peculiarly unprofitable seem such speculations as would connect the 
dramas of Boswitha with those of Shakespeare, and often the author 
seems to yield somewhat to the natural tendency to exaggerate the 
importance or dignity of her subject. At the end of the volume is a 
chapter about medieval gardens containing food for the imagination and 
some curious facts. 



